Similarities and Differences,         141

Thought and Language Inseparable.

The theory of thought and language being
inseparable which we find springing up inde-
pendently in India, in Greece, and carried out
to its last consequences by the Alexandrian
Fathers of the Christian Church, has at last been
recognised by modern philosophers also. When
I brought it forward some years ago in my book
6 On the Science of Thought/ it was treated at
first as a mere paradox, as something new, and
unheard of. The only profitable objection raised
against my theory was that, as in our phenomenal
world, that is, in space and time, no two things
can ever be identical; neither could language and
thought. But if that is the meaning of identical,
it would follow that the word identical should be
erased altogether from our dictionary, because no
two things can ever be identical. My best critics
knew better. They knew that I only wanted to
prove once more what had been proved long ago
by Greek and Indian philosophers, namely, that
language and thought are one, and that in that
sense the creative thoughts of the Supreme Being